
Examiner’s commentary 

This is a complex investigation with several independent variables making it challenging to 
maintain a focus. The research question is firmly placed in a clear biological context and there 
is strong evidence of engagement from the outset. Interesting, well researched and mostly 
relevant background is provided on the target species but there is insufficient information about 
what is meant by “degraded soil”. The research approach and method are modeled on work the 
candidate has read about, but no precise in-text reference is provided for this. Effective use is 
made of illustrative material including tables, graphs (with some weaknesses) and images. 
Overall data presentation is detailed, easy to follow and is done so in a way that relates directly 
to the research question. A justification is provided for the statistical approach, and this is 
performed and presented competently and with understanding. The findings resulting from the 
analysis of data are clearly explained and are assessed in the light of published work. The large 
standard deviations in some cases (50% of the mean and above) suggest that the study 
perhaps needed a more refined approach to data collection, focusing on fewer variables and 
generating levels of data that would allow more reliable conclusions to be reached. 

The IB believe that content owners have the right to protect their property from theft. We are 
working to make digital content widely available while protecting it through strategies that 
meet our community expectations. Piracy is best addressed through consumer education, the 
enforcement of current copyright laws and new technologies and business models that make 
legal access to digital content easy, convenient and affordable. Any violation of IB’s copyright 
will be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law.


















































































